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One, I would answer Senator Carsten's question, I think
it was a fair question, I have been to Peru State College
and I have v1sited the campus. The facilities there are
absolutely deplorable, they are meav'er, old and inadequate.
At the same time, I th1nk that we as legislators have to
look at some things that Senator Schmit brought forth, we
are now facing a situation where we are continually declining
in enrollment. We have manv educational facilities that
educate quite a number of roadteachers. N any of t h ose , a
high percentage of them can not find employment in the
teaching profession. We have to look at the state' s
legitimate needs, not based on tradition but what those
legitimate needs are. I think that this amendnmnt talks
about a problem. I'm not sure that this is the way to do
it, that maybe what we ought to do instead is maybe look
at the commission and look at long term needs, and look and
see whether or not we can afford as many of these colleges,
state colleges that are primarily teacher colleges that we
have today. I'm not saying that Peru is the one we ought
to look at, I think that we ought to look at all of them.
I think that we ought to look at the capacity of the other
state schools, but I am talking about a problem that we face
in Nebraska. Too many teachers and not enough Jobs. Too
many state dollars spent to educate future teachers. Or
too many teachers and not enough Jobs. Senator Schmit is
absolutely correct and I think that that has got to be
addressed somewhere down the r oad. S enator Bereuter h as
eloquently said that no matter whether this is a college
or whatever it is~ -he c1ties are not likely to give up
those facilities. I think that is very true. I don't think
that if we make a decision down the road that we are going
to let those buildings stand idle if we decide maybe that
the school is not necessary or whether we decide it is Chadron
or Wayne or one of those (inaudible) college of education 's un
necessary. I think that we do have to look at, legitimately~
at what Senator Rasmussen is bring1ng up that we have a
problem that the needs and legitimacy has got to be analyzed.
The priorities have got to be (inaud1ble) There is not unlimited
funds and there is not unlimited dollars. W e do have t o s e t
priorities and we do have to spend the money where 1t 18
best utilized. We have very legitimate needs in this state
and we have got t o a d d ress t h ose needs. B ut, we do no t h a v e
unlimited dollars, we do not have unlimited tax payer support
and those are some legitimate things that th1s body must look
at. I think that we have got to do this. I would hope that
Senator Warner's comm1ttee looking at the needs and writing
r oles i n r e ~ a rd t o higher education will 1ool v~rv hard at
Just exactly what we have and what we need. S o, I ' m n o t
speak1ng in favor of the Rasmussen amendment, I'm not speak
1ng against it either, I'm saying that we have to look, we
have to look at the long range future and a very legitimate
thing is that we have far too many teachers and not enough,
not enough Jobs. That we have to have a compar1son, a cost
comparison. H-p-E-R at Peru does not graduate that many
seniors in terms of, in that program, but it is necessary
to have a building to have athletic programs and without
athletic programs you don't have a college and those are
legitimate needs also. I would hope that this body would
be very mindful of the fact that we are going to have to
face those tough decisions someday, maybe not now, maybe we


